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15 years of  Service: Charlotte Franklin! 

Every Thursday afternoon, Charlotte 
Franklin dons her position as a hotline 
advocate at Bay Area Turning Point’s Crisis 
Intervention Center. She is a familiar face 
to many – and rightfully so – as she cele-
brates her 15th year of volunteering with 
the agency. During the Partner’s Brunch, 
Diane Savage, CEO, pinned Charlotte as 
an official agency honorary staff member. 
 
In 1994, Charlotte remembers starting with 
BATP “in a teeny house on Highway 3 
with two employees and one other    
volunteer”. “We did it all,” Charlotte   
recalls, “hotline,  clerical, client            
assessments, and walk-ins. The place was 
so small, we would meet with the clients 
under the trees at a  picnic table to keep 
things confidential.”  
 
As the need for a shelter facility increased, 
Charlotte attended city council meetings to 
make our community aware of domestic 
violence and sexual assault. In 1996, she 
watched the shelter take form, and her 
volunteer duties soon increased to client 
intakes, resident advocacy assistance,   
children’s therapy groups, and translating 
for Spanish speaking clients. The greatest 

change Charlotte has seen in our        
organization is “all we’ve been able to 
accomplish and the opportunity to hire 
more staff. We’ve been able to grow and 
accept more challenges and educate    
people, and I’m glad to have been a part 
of it.” 
 
Volunteering has been a way of life for 
Charlotte. Growing up in  Tucson,     
Arizona, she spent much of her teenager 
years as a candy striper in the local      
hospital. She briefly worked in real estate 
and American Red Cross but always had 
time to volunteer with Girl Scouts, Boy 
Scouts, the American Cancer Society, the 
Lung and Heart Associations, United Way 
and her church.  
 
Charlotte currently answers our hotline, 
assisting callers by providing recovery 
solution  options or referral services. A 
grandmother of two, Charlotte also finds 
time for weekly yoga and computer 
classes. “I have no plans to retire from 
volunteering. This gives me a sense of       
satisfaction, and I’m passionate about the 
message Bay Area Turning Point sends 
out.”  

Partner’s Initiative Success Celebration 

Bay Area Turning Point held its 
first annual Partner Apprecia-
tion Brunch on Saturday, May 
2, 2009 at South Shore Harbor 
Resort and Conference Center.  
The Brunch celebrated and 
recognized the Partners that 
have collectively contributed 
$150,000 to the agency’s ongo-
ing Partnership Initiative, en-
suring assistance remains stable 
for victims of violence and 
abuse—today and in the future.   
 
Another first for Bay Area 
Turning Point was the unveiling 
of our new film “Rebuilding 
Lives”, produced by Space City 
Films. This gave the Partners 

the first opportunity to see the 
film and give feedback and sug-
gestions on how to use it for its 
maximum  impact in our commu-
nity.  The film received astonish-
ing reviews.  
 
“I wish we would have been a 
partner many years ago. We will 
be now for the many years ahead” 
- Kevin Venable of Amoco Credit 
Union.   
 
It is because of our faithful       
Partners like this, that we are able 
to break the cycle of violence for 
so many lives. 

Charlotte Franklin: 
BATP Volunteer and 
Honorary Employee 

“Rebuilding Lives” 
 
“Rebuilding Lives” is 
a 2009 Space City 
Films production 
which  
reminds us that abuse is not limited 
to low income families, nor is it de-
fined by race, gender, or socio-
economic status. Space City Films 
shot the entire program in HD with 
a very large crew, makeup artists, a 
dozen professional actors, and an-
other dozen non-professional actors.  
 
If you or your organization would 
like to schedule a viewing, please 
contact either Jackie Keyes or Diane 
Savage at 281-338-7600. 



January 2008 we opened the new bed space in the agency’s 
Shelter and housed 510 women and children for 17,955 days 
of shelter by the end of the year. Last year, BATP served a 
total of 6,680 people in crisis through our various programs.  
Over 4,000 school students participated in a Violence Preven-
tion Class.  Our community has been seeking us out for 
awareness, education, and violence prevention workshops at a 
higher rate.  During March and April of this year, we provided 
56 such activities to nearly 3,000 people. This is great cause 
for celebration.  A well informed society working together to 
end violence is a critical strategy for future change.  We hope 
requests just “keep on coming” so we can collectively over-
come the violence that permeates our society. 
 
Unfortunately, in the first half of 2009, we have experienced 
significant increase in the number of requests for assistance.  
In homes where violence was building or existed before, the 
added stress of the aftermath of Hurricane Ike and the state 
of the economy seems to be a major factor in escalating the 
violence and abuse.  Callers are also in crisis due to loss of a 
job and/or a place to live as they struggle to pay the next 
month’s rent or mortgage payment.  The shadow of home-
lessness looms near their door. Some callers need food and, 
thanks to the generosity of our community, we have been able 
to provide food and clothing. We have also been able to be a 
good Partner to other local non-profits and share when we 
can.  They also share with us.  We know it takes every com-
munity resource working collaboratively to overcome chal-
lenging times and have no doubt, these are challenging times 
for citizens and the organizations that they look to for relief. 
 
Recently, United Way Affiliates received a 5% cut in their 
funding and have been informed to expect a decrease again 
next year.  Federal and State funding sources may encounter 
decreases as well.  Donations from individuals, churches and 
corporations have decreased this year.  The current  
environment makes the agency’s 2009 Partner’s Initiative even 
more essential. Fortunately, many leaders in the Greater Bay 
Area believe in our mission and demonstrated their support 
by becoming a BATP Partner with combined financial gifts of 
over $150,000.00! We met our fundraising goal for this first 
year of the Partners Initiative through their generosity and 
their conviction that BATP’s role in saving, healing and 
changing the lives impacted by violence and abuse is critical to 
the community.   

We need more Partners to continue our progress.   Bay Area 
Turning Point was formed to help those members of our 
community who are victims of violence – and to work toward 
societal change.   But it is not possible for any organization to 
stand alone.  Real social change is possible when partners 
focus on the shared value of improving community life.  A 
partnership, as a whole, can accomplish more than its individ-
ual parts.  
 
In this economic downturn we recognize that everyone’s 
budgets are tight; ours included.  BATP has always been an 
excellent steward of the funds and resources entrusted to its 
care. We are a wise investment that can boast of non-
decreasing dividends.  We are remaining strong through the 
generous support of our donors and Partners.  As an investor 
in the lives of others, you can be confident that we remain a 
stable, viable resource for our community.  Challenges are not 
new to us and we have learned through our history that we 
have the capacities and dedication to rise above them.  We 
have also learned the meaning of what it is to be blessed for 
your efforts by a community that supports our critical work.  
Please hold us up in prayer during these difficult times and 
consider how you can help now.  Your decision will make a 
difference in the lives of many people.   
 
Helen Keller said “Until the great mass of the people shall be filled 
with the sense of responsibility for each other’s welfare, social justice can 
never be attained.”   
 
Thank you for being a part of the change we make. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Diane Savage 

BATP – A Wise Investment, Diane Savage, President and CEO 



Sobreviviente is the Spanish word for 
survivor. The connotation is neither  
feminine nor masculine. In French, 
Rescapé is the word for survivor; again 
the noun is neither masculine nor  
feminine. In German, Opfer is the 
translation of survivor, and again gen-
der neutral. Sexual assault can affect 
individuals of all races, genders, sexu-
alities, ages, and sizes. It is otherwise 
known as an equal opportunity crime.  
 
While April has been known as Sexual 
Assault Awareness Month for some 
time, this year holds a higher impor-
tance for advocates and agencies 
around the world. The United States 
Congress declared April National  
Sexual Assault Awareness Month. Bay 
Area Turning Point, Inc. hosted sev-
eral events throughout the month to 
celebrate this immense stride in pre-
ventative efforts of    violence against 
women. Some of these events in-
cluded: The University of Houston 
Clear Lake Sexual Assault Awareness 
Month Conference, “Wash out Sexual 

Violence” at Hugh and Jeff’s Carwash 
Bar and Grill, and several public displays 
such as The Clothesline Project at  The Arts 
Alliance Center at Clear Lake.  
 
In April alone, Bay Area Turning Point 
reached out to nearly 1100  students and 
professionals. There were also several 
thousands more who saw our displays, 
signs, tree  ribbons, and posters.  
 
Bay Area Turning Point would like to 
thank the  following sponsors for   ele-
vating our awareness and prevention 
efforts to the next level: Hugh and Jeff’s, 
University of   Houston Clear Lake, 
Whataburger, Clinton Ashley, The Arts 
Alliance Center at Clear Lake, The Free-
man Library, United Way, The Bay Area 
Citizen,  Rowdy Yates and 100.3 KILT, 
and Star Cinema and Grill. 
 
 
 
 
 

In the prevention efforts of this agency 
and others alike, education and aware-
ness will force the crashing waves of 
change in generations to come. For 
those of you who are not used to hear-
ing about sexual assault as often, let me 
leave you with this thought by Marilyn 
Ferguson, “The greatest  revolution in 
our generation is that of human beings, 
who by changing the inner attitudes of 
their minds, can change the outer as-
pects of their lives.”  
 
To get involved in helping BATP bring 
more and more of our community into 
a common goal of preventing violence, 
please call  Ashley McDonough,  
(281) 338-7600 
 

“BE THE CHANGE YOU 
WANT TO SEE IN THE 

WORLD.” 
 

-Gandhi 

Sexual Assault Awareness Month 2009 

Pictured  
1. Bay Area Turning Point Staff with UHCL Officers at the Sexual 

Assault Awareness Conference 
2. Pieces of the Clothesline Project 
3. UHCL Officers assisted tying ribbons on campus 
4. BATP Banner displayed while staff tied ribbons up at locations 

along NASA Road One 

1. 2. 

3. 



With the famous phrase, man is born free, but he is  
everywhere in chains, Rousseau asserts that the social contract  
essentially binds people into a community that exists for  
mutual preservation. In entering into civil society, people  
sacrifice the physical freedom of being able to do whatever they 
please, but they gain the civil freedom of being able to think and 
act rationally and morally. Rousseau believes that only by  
entering into the social contract can we become fully human 
(Spark Notes, 2009). 
 
I was raped on August 31 2006 at which time I believed I was 
less than fully human. I was scared that my attacker would come 
looking for me and do it again. To make myself less recogniz-
able, I cut off my long blonde hair and dyed it black. I pierced 
my nose, lost weight (not that I had any to spare), and got a new 
tattoo. Neatly in place, a copy of the Social Contract sits in   
between my shoulder blades. On the left page is inscribed, “Man 
was born free, but is everywhere in chains,” which is the first 
line of the book. The words are written in French because it was 
the original language used in the manuscript. On the right page, 
a victim’s rights justice scale is showcased to represent my newly 
defined life-mission.  

For 2 years I sought after charges, but the case was dismissed. 
Someone very close to me later asked, “If less than 6% of rapists 
will ever spend a day in jail, then why should victims pursue 
their cases? Is it worth the pain of going through years of     
judicial hell?”  

Well I am here to inform everyone that “Yes it is worth the hurt, 
the humiliation, the pain, and the re-victimization.”  I am here to 
stand up and say that I may have not been dealt the justice I 
fought so hard for, but I may have saved another life. I may 
have prevented my attacker from hurting another woman.    
Because I fought for charges, he lost his marriage, his job, his 
pharmaceutical license, a night in jail, defense attorney fees, and 
a $1,000 non-refundable bond. He lost his edge. He lost his 
power over me.  

No, the case did not end how I wanted it to. But I regained 
something stronger than what he took from me. It revitalized 
my hope, my sense of self-respect, and the courage to be able 
to fight for other women who have been hurt. My mission is to 
tell as many people as I can what sexual assault is, what it does 
to victims, and what society can do to increase public           
awareness and fight for women like myself.  

At one time, I was the victim of sexual assault, but living    
victims are seeds that blossom into survivors. I am a survivor. 
 
P.S.   
My long blonde hair is back 

This picture was taken about an 
hour after the tattoo was completed. 

He left his mark– Now I’m leaving mine. 



Various pieces displayed at the 
Arts Alliance Center at Clear 
Lake during Sexual Assault 

Awareness Month 

BATP sends out a big Thank You to 
the Bay Area Turning Point Friends  
Auxiliary for hosting a wonderful 
Mother’s Day celebration for the 
women calling our Shelter “home”! 
The women had a wonderful time and 
really appreciated the gift bags filled 
with lots of little surprises. Many vol-
unteers donated their time and talent 
to arrange the Brunch as well as pro-
vide special activities for the children.  
 
We would also like to give a special 
expression of our appreciation to Clear 
Creek Community Church, the Nassau 
Bay Garden Club, Camelot Confec-

tions, Bath and Body Works-Mall of 
the Mainland, Bath and Body Works- 
Pearland, Express-Baybrook Mall, and 
many individual donors.  
 
If you are interested in joining the 
Friends Auxiliary or receiving more 
information on this group of out-
standing individuals, please contact 
Myrna Baker at 
myrna.baker@christushealth.org. 
 
A group of dedicated people can 
achieve wonders— and the BATP 
Friends Auxiliary does just that! 

Mother’s Day Celebration 

No riddles when it comes to the annual event 
hosted by the Galveston Bay Parrot Head 
Club.  Their goals are clear – have fun, cele-
brate Jimmy Buffett music and raise money to 
help women and children served by Bay Area 
Turning Point!  Their 2008 event, “Jamaica 
Mistaica” accomplished just that, allowing 
GBPHC President, Don Walker, to donate 
$5,360 to BATP last winter.  Don is rightfully 
proud of his club’s ability to contribute funds 
to BATP for the second year in a row and 
looks forward to their success in 2009.  Susan 
Bragg, silent auction  coordinator, was thrilled 
with the generosity of the community and 

delighted to see such broad concern for 
abused women and their children.  She 
stated that, “the event is a success because 
so many people share common interests but 
want to also take a stand against  violence”. 
Anyone interested in learning more about 
this dynamic club can email Don at presi-
dent@gbphc.com. 

Riddles in the Sand: Parrot Head Club 

Bay Area  Turning Point will be 
accepting submissions from 
artists on  September 1st 
through September 30th at their 
Crisis Intervention Center     
located at: 

210 S Walnut Street             
Webster, TX 77598               

 

Submissions should be focused 
around Domestic Violence is-
sues. Prizes will be sponsored by 
The Museum of Fine Arts Hous-
ton, Texas Art Supply, and Cof-
fee Oasis in Seabrook.  

For more information, please 
contact Ashley McDonough at 
281-338-7600 ext. 2116. 

“Art of  the Matter” Contest 
The University of Houston Clear 
Lake and Bay Area Turning 
Point are getting ready for their 
annual “Art of the Matter:    
Domestic Violence” art contest 
in October.                             
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BATP Vice President, Sybil Winters-
Little, and Friends Auxillary members-

Dorothea Pongetti and  Mary Ann  
Shallberg  prepare desserts at the 

Mother’s Day Brunch. 




