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“A SIGN OF THE TIMES” 
Unf o r t una t el y ,  we ha ve          
experienced a signif icant       
increase in calls to our 24-hour 
hotline and in requests for     
shelter. Even though we        
increased our shelter bed space 
two years ago, we still cannot 
meet all of the needs.  We are 
not unique. Most women’s     
shelters have seen an increase in 
the need for assistance.  The 
economy has taken its toll on 
society and has been a driver for 
increased violence in many 
homes. Unemployment due to lay

-offs, the struggle to find work and the losses of financial 
stability have been added factors in homes where violence 
had been lurking.  In fact, nation-wide calls to women’s   
centers have risen as have the number of murders directly 
linked to domestic violence.  Statistical data shows that 
―1,130,164 Texas women were battered in 2008‖ (Texas 
Health and Human Services Commission, report 2008) 
alone and furthermore, ―more than 1,303 Texas women 
were killed by an intimate partner during the last decade‖.  It 
reminds us that no community is immune from this crime.  It 
also challenges us as a society to be a part of solutions for 
the women, children and men who are victimized in their 
own home.   
 
Sadly, not only have requests for our services increased, we 
have seen rising incidents of more severe violence this year.  
If victims of violence believe they cannot leave, cannot find 
space in a shelter, cannot find a job after they leave, they 
stay longer and the violence escalates.  The affects on the 
children worsen.  Since January, rarely have we ended a 
day with space available in our shelter.  In the                 non
-residential program, too many days find us with full  advo-
cacy appointments and a need to assist unscheduled walk-
ins, women and children who escaped the home and are in 
crisis.  BATP has stretched to meet as much of the need as 
possible.  I have been so appreciative of the staff’s adapta-
bility during these challenging times.  Their           persever-
ance and flexibility comes from a core belief in our mission 
and a unique type of leadership they lend to this work.  I 
applaud their commitment and know how very    special they 
are.  Non-profits, like BATP, historically do more with less, 
but the less this year has been glaring.  We are all gravely 
aware that our services could be at risk if BATP, like most 
non-profits, continue to experience a decline in     charitable 
giving.  We are so thankful for our faithful donors who have 
continued to share with us through these         uncertain 
times.  They understand that domestic violence and sexual 
assault is a detrimental force to all of us who strive to have a 
peaceful society.   
 

Recently, the agency’s Board of Directors and senior             
management spent a day to conduct strategic planning for 
BATP.  We identified our strengths and our risk factors,        
reaffirmed our commitment to our mission and set the 
agency’s future goals.  We have determined to act in faith 
and to rely on our excellent fiscal management               
competencies that have served us well for nearly two      
decades.  We continue to prioritize BATP’s role in preventing 
violence and teaching young people how to avoid being 
abused – or being abusive.  We trust that our supporters will 
continue to place BATP on their charitable giving list and 
that our on-going work will bear fruit in the lives of those we 
serve.  We looked at the numbers of those we have served 
and the needs of our clients as they seek a life of peace and 
self-sufficiency.  We do not just see the overwhelming     
statistics; we see the human lives that we have touched.  
Lives that we have chosen to have a responsibility in as 
members of a greater family and as good stewards of the 
trust our community places with us.   
 
I hear over and over that ―everyone is suffering‖ through this 
economic period; that ―2010 may be even worse for        non
-profits as some financial granting organizations will have 
experienced the impact of multiple down quarters‖; that 
―everyone just has to hang on and ride it out‖.  It is all a ―sign 
of the times‖.  I know there is truth to all of this.  But I also 
know that people being beaten, raped and becoming   
homeless can’t ―just hang-on‖ much longer.  Lives may be at 
stake.  I believe that as a society we are better than to allow 
that to happen in our community.  I believe, for I have seen it 
first-hand in the Greater Bay Area, that when people know 
that the needs are there, they are quick to try to help. 
 
It is my sincere hope that each reader will search within your 
heart to see if you can continue to help or, perhaps, become 
involved for the first time.  It takes all of us to make tomorrow 
better.  Who knows what ripple we will create and who will 
feel it?  Please consider volunteering with us, making a 
monthly financial gift, or a one-time donation.  It will make a 
difference that can change a life and even our world.  You 
and I can be a part of the great things a child may one day 
contribute to mankind if given an opportunity to see the 
world without the obstacles created by violence and abuse.  
Every child, indeed every person, needs an opportunity to 
develop in healthy ways and to achieve their  maximum  
potential.  Just imagine the difference in our world if we can 
create those opportunities. 
 

  

~ Diane Savage, President & CEO 
 

24 HOUR HOTLINE 281-286-2525 
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Never Forget.  

     istorically we think of women when discussing domestic violence.  Although women remain the largest group of people that are        
battered, we do know that there are men who are also battered and abused behind closed doors.  We really do not know how many men 
are victimized.  A while back BATP advertised a new support group for men who are or were victims of domestic violence.  Several men 
came and participated.  Recently I had the honor of sitting down to talk, and to listen, to one of those men as he shared his journey to 
change his life and find peace. As he described some of the incidents of violence, it struck me that his story could be the story of countless 
women that I have worked with over the years.  The dynamics and the cycle were the same.  I committed that day that BATP will examine 
our culture to identify what we need to learn or change to be a place that men will also feel comfortable in seeking our assistance through 
our hotline, advocacy and counseling services.  When you read the words of this courageous man, I think you will see why I have made this 
commitment.  You can read more of his writings in his new book The Heritage Tree.  Visit www.robinkjohnson.com to view a sample.
  

In all of our days, in all our dealings in this life, we run into differing 
areas of confusion and turmoil.  These items can either destroy us or 
strengthen us.  The length of those days can vary.  But it is the     
opportunities that avail themselves within these days which can cause 
us to either be equipped or demolished in our efforts of gaining some 
type footing in our pursuit of getting control. 
 

I am one of those persons that had those days strung into decades of 

bad weather and turmoil.  Just like the hurricanes that ravished the 
Southern coasts over the past few years, there was a way of escape 
before the storm dissipated and allowed me to find my strength and 
ultimately myself.  Men do not often open up and discuss being in 
relationships that have torn down the foundations that we believe a 
man is supposed to be within a home, family and relationship.  My 
way of escape came from a simple referral for me to speak with 
someone at Bay Area Turning Point.  This simple referral resulted in 
me still being alive and on a road of continual discovery of the talents 
and dreams that were buried because of constant ridicule, denial and 
treachery. 
 

All this from someone that I thought was the best thing in the world. 
No day seemed to be a good day.  No celebration was complete 
unless this someone was made the center of attention – no matter 
what the gathering.  I spent a decade not only trying to be the       
proverbial man of the house but also nurturing the children, making 
lunches and dinners, attending teachers meetings and after school 
commitments to keep the eyes of the children away from the         

impending storms and rains of bad words, rude phrases, hidden 
punches, and loneliness.  As I pen these words, I can relive each 
incident that caused me to feel like I didn’t have a route to change the 
situation.  Hindsight is definitely 20/20. 
 

The referral has afforded me a fresh wind, a clear wind and a clear 
mind. 
 

Putting the societal based pride to the side, I am glad that I talked 
about the things that were making me think of suicide, fighting back, 
or just quitting the fight and becoming an eternal victim.  My avenue of 
escape was just the simple change in the circle of influence within my 
day to day structure.  The first change was to stop believing all the 
things that had been pressed in my mind telling me that I was „just 
another sorry man who couldn‟t take care of his family and get them 

the things that they wanted.‟  This one sentence made me relive all 
the times my mother would tell me that I would be the same man that 
my father had become – An Abusive Alcoholic.  The second, was to 
change the type of people that I was allowing to have control and 

influence over my thought patterns and goals in life.  Truly the adage 
is correct – Birds of a feather……..  If we are truly desirous of being 
better, then we must find better friends and associates.  Old and true 
friends never go away; they eventually rise to meet us at the next 
level. 
 

How can we forget the bad things that have taken place in our lives? 
How can we just shelve them and move on without waking in the  

middle of the night with thoughts of the past causing us to sweat?  We 
cannot.  I cannot.  I cannot remove them from my memory and just 
say that it was just a bad relationship that took almost two decades of 
my life. 
 

The rationalization is that it was a deep learning experience that I can 
openly speak about to others and not feel like I will be stereotyped as 
being a soft man.  I cannot forget.  I have been using the talents that 

were afforded me in the form of short stories and poems to escape 
the hours of screaming and cursing.  Others may use painting or 
drawing.  Some may use hours alone in a room in silence trying to 
fight the urge to fight back and curse – neither could I do.  I did not 
want to become my father. 
 

Just one referral has allowed me to complete three degrees, write my 
first book and find a woman that listens and talks to me and not at me. 
I now live in a house where I can sleep through the entire night and 
not worry when the door will open followed by detrimental words of 
hurt, blame and pain.  
 
I choose never to forget.  I choose to use the bad, to become me; to 
become a better me as each day passes. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

www.robinkjohnson.com 
 

 
See the poem In Everything by Kevin Wade on our website at 

 www.bayareaturningpoint.com/impact_success.    

http://www.robinkjohnson.com
http://www.robinkjohnson.com/
http://www.bayareaturningpoint.com/impact_success.htm


Domestic Violence Awareness Month 

While driving down West Nasa Road One, you may be frustrated by 
the traffic or the school zone.  You may notice a new restaurant or 
signs for newly remodeled apartments. Hopefully during the month of 
October, you also noticed all of the purple ribbons tied on trees,   
electric poles, and the pillars in front of Mario’s Flying Pizza.  October 
is Domestic Violence Awareness Month.  While Bay Area Turning 
Point and other crisis intervention service providers push awareness 
year round, October offers a national platform to get their messages 
out to a wider audience.  Some of the activities, displays, and events 
through the month included a performance by Clear Lake High School 
thespians, educational workshops, art displays, and the annual ―Art of 
the Matter‖ contest. 
 

The BATP Friends Auxiliary got a special treat from Clear Lake High 

School’s thespian troop.  Led by thespian troop sponsor, Megan 
Crump-Owen, the young actors performed a piece written by Clear 
Lake High School 11th grader Caleb McBroom.  The performance was 
an interpretation of domestic violence and sexual assault through the 
eyes of high school students.  The performance was informative, 
emotional, and inspirational.    
 

Through education and prevention efforts, Bay Area Turning Point 
was able to reach over 2300 students, professionals, parents and 
other supporters just during the month of October!  The agency offers 

several workshops and presentations to the community FREE of 
charge.  If you or your agency is interested in learning more about 
domestic violence, sexual assault, or violence prevention please  
contact Ashley McDonough, Education and Events Coordinator for 
BATP at 281-338-7600.  
 

In addition to purple ribbons and educational outreach, Bay Area 
Turning Point set up several public awareness displays.  The       
Freeman Library in Clear Lake showcased artwork created by the 
youngest residents of the BATP shelter.  The United Way on Bay 
Area Blvd had a very purple display set up full of valuable information 
describing BATP’s services and upcoming events.  If you were on 
Nasa Road One heading east, you may have noticed the 136 purple 
crosses staked into the ground outside of St. John’s Hospital.  The 
136 crosses represented the 136 Texas women who lost their lives in 
2008 as a result of family violence.  

On a more personal note, Bay Area Turning Point staff, clients, board 
members, and other close supporters came together for a ―Survivor 
Celebration.‖  Guests took a moment to light a candle for each of the 
Texas women and children who lost their lives last year as a result of 
domestic violence.  Current and past clients were invited to share 
their stories of survival, determination, and hope as an inspiration to 
others and for themselves.  The event was to mourn those who were 
lost and to celebrate the survivors among us. 
 

A special thank you goes out to Clear Lake Presbyterian Church for 
making Bay Area Turning Point the October ―Mission of the Month.‖ 
Clear Lake Presbyterian posted information about BATP in their   
bulletin Fridge Notes each weekend of the month, offered a BATP 
centered Sunday school class, and invited BATP staff to address their 

congregation. Clear Lake Presbyterian regularly supports BATP’s 
mission by donating food, clothing, personal care items, monetary 
gifts, and countless volunteer hours. 
 

Last but not least, Bay Area Turning Point and the University of  
Houston Clear Lake hosted the annual ―Art of the Matter‖ contest in 
which local artists submit pieces that reflect their views of Domestic 
Violence.  This year was one of our best turnouts ever with 16    
amazing pieces submitted for judging.  Winners of the event included: 
Julie Cruz for her piece Far From Home, Aba Wielhorski for his piece   

Domestic Violence, and Michelle Anders for her piece Torn.  While 
every piece was wonderful in their own way, judges Debra Kendrick 
from The Arts Alliance at Clear Lake and Dion McInnis from UHCL 
carefully judged each piece on style, mood, and relevance.  Bay Area 
Turning Point thanks both judges for their time and expertise.   
 

Other businesses and organizations Bay Area Turning Point would 
like to recognize include: Whataburger, The Museum of Fine Arts 
Houston, Coffee Oasis, T-Bone Tom’s, Texas Art Supply, Change 
Magazine, The Citizen Newspaper, Talk of the Bay, and UHCL & 
UHCL Legal Studies Association.  With the continued support BATP 
receives from the community, the agency is changing and saving 
lives.  

~ Ashley McDonough, Education & Events Coordinator 

A Wounded Daughter's Diary 

 

Exploring God's Grace from the Strip Clubs to the Classroom 

by Deanna Wilson  
 

"I found myself looking back on all the mistakes I made in my life, seeing where I was not    
properly equipped, where Satan was watching and waiting to sift me like wheat.  

 

It started with the seed of pride—a simple answer to a seemingly straightforward question.  'Who 
do you think is the most spiritual in your graduating class?'  But pride comes before a fall, and 
with a resounding, 'I am!' eighteen-year-old Deanna Wilson set herself high on a pedestal.  But 

she fell...hard.  It didn't take long for Satan to wrap his wormy claws around her heart and     
convince her to pop just one pill, take just one hit, have just one more drink.  Deanna soon finds 

herself pregnant, alone, addicted to cocaine, and dancing as a stripper five nights a week to 
make enough money to support her lifestyle and her baby—all before the age of twenty-five.  

 

A Wounded Daughter's Diary is the story of Deanna Wilson's struggle from the depths of hell on 

earth to a place of redemption, where she is finally able to see the realization of dreams she'd 
almost stopped praying for.  As Deanna candidly recounts her poor choices and the tragic 

awareness that comes only in hindsight, her life speaks to all who feel the menacing tug of pride 
on their own hearts.  A Wounded Daughter's Diary speaks about our heavenly father that loves 
unconditionally; he is the only one who can heal our wounds and bring us out of the darkness 

into the pure, white light of true forgiveness." 
 

Available online at: www.tatepublishing.com   
 



Recognition of  New Partners 
Since May 2009 

 
VESTED PARTNER $15,000+  
 Valero Energy Corporation 
 

VISION PARTNER $5,000 
 Home Depot 
 

PREVENTION PARTNER $1,000  
 City of Taylor Lake Village 
 Lakeview Quilters Guild * 
 

OUTREACH PARTNER $500  
 Colin Fox 
 Mary Queen Catholic Church Women’s  

Council 
 Nassau Bay Garden Club * 
 

SAFETY PARTNER $250 
 Gulf Coast Limestone 
 James D. McCallum 
 Larry & Connie Nyquist in honor of     

Judith Blanchard 
 Star Furniture 
 Texas Silent Partners Security * 
 University of Houston Clear Lake       

Police Department 
 

And the many supporters, at all levels, who 
wish to remain anonymous. 

 

* Honorary Partners donate in-kind services, 
food, household items, supplies, printing, 
building maintenance and repair, etc. valued 
at the Partner level indicated and may also 
provide financial support.   

EA$Y WAY$ TO EARN CA$H FOR BATP 
 

Link your Kroger and Randall’s cards to BATP and a % of every purchase will be donated 
back to the Agency (form to link your card is available on our website) 
BATP will receive money each time you search or make a purchase online through 
igive.com or goodsearch.com (all you have to do is download their toolbar!) 
Collect used cell phones, empty laser, copier and ink jet cartridges; bring them to our CIC 
office; we will send them in and receive cash 
Purchase a gift card to Texas Roadhouse from our CIC office before December 25th and 
BATP will receive 10% of all proceeds 
Eat at Texas Roadhouse Dec 7th and show the flyer or mention BATP to your server and 
10% of your total will be donated to BATP (flyer available on our events page on our website) 

 

More information is available on our website or call Jackie Keys at 281-338-7600 x2115. 

One of the many messages from clients and supporters on display 
in the lobby of the Harris County District Attorney’s office throughout 

the month of October for Domestic Violence Awareness month. 

Harris County DA and BATP 
 

Each week an advocate from Bay Area Turning Point (BATP) provides  
services to individuals at the Harris County District Attorney’s (DA) office.  
Not only do the advocates transport and give moral support to the clients 
from BATP who are applying for protective orders, they also conduct     

presentations and services provided with all the clients in the office that day.  
Those who choose to do so can speak with the advocates one-on-one to 
complete Crime Victims Compensation applications, discuss safety, and get 
referrals to other agencies if they are not in BATP’s service area.   
 

―The advocate can discuss their services and safety information which can 
be beneficial to the client and saves some time for the District Attorney’s 
Caseworkers,‖ states Angie Almazan, who works for the Harris County 
Family and Criminal Law Division.  When the DA’s office is at capacity for 

the number of clients they can see for the day, often times, the advocates 
go over safety and legal remedies with the clients who cannot be seen.  
Together the DA’s office and the advocates from BATP strive to assist   
victims of domestic violence in assuring clients legal needs are met.    

~ Jessica Sheehan, Legal Advocate 



Give Hope This Christmas   
Bay Area Turning Point Holiday Wish List 

Children  

Books, games, toys-all ages 
Passes to movies, putt-putt, bowling, and 
other activities 
Clothing-all sizes 
Gift certificates (clothing stores, discount 
stores and fast food establishments) 
Radios, Walkmans, iPods 
Diaper bags 
Diapers, large sizes and pull-ups all sizes 
Diaper wipes 

2 car seats (new) 
2 booster seats (new) 
 

Women 
Lightweight robes, gowns, slippers 
Alarm clocks, radios 
Blow dryers, curling irons 
Towels, washcloths, sheets (twin, full and 
queen) 

Stamps, journals, phone cards 
Personal planning calendars 
Watches 
Gift certificates clothing stores 
Gift certificates for groceries, gas 
Underwear (especially large sizes) 
Socks & booties 

Agency 
Financial support is our MOST pressing 
need 
Area rug for infant room 
PA microphone and speaker system 
Digital camcorder 
Underwriting for printing costs of literature 
Twin size blankets 
Over-the-counter medications/first aid 
supplies 
Grocery gift certificates 

Gift wrap, bows, scotch tape, gift name 
tags 
Large gift bags 
Kitchen linens (towels, washcloths, pot 
holders) 
Paper towels 
Resale shop, maintenance, childcare and 
crisis hotline volunteers 
Electric mixer 
Commercial pots and pans 
(2) Automated External Defibulators 
High quality digital camera 
Shredder (large) 
Entry credenza 
Bleach 
Liquid laundry detergent 
Lysol 
Hand sanitizer 

Bay Area Turning Point Friends Auxiliary will host its annual Holiday Market & Luncheon on Friday, December 4 at Bay Oaks Country 
Club. Doors will open at 10:30 a.m. with lunch served at noon, followed by more shopping until 2 p.m. 
 

According to Holiday Market chairperson Carrie Nabizadeh and vice-chair Allison McIntyre, the Holiday Market & Luncheon is the 
most popular and fun way the Auxiliary raises funds to aid in the ongoing operation of BATP’s shelter and community programs. 
 

Guests will be able to jump start their holiday shopping, or wind it up, with an array of diverse products from about twenty vendors. 
Items offered include children’s clothing from Allie Demers Designs; scrumptious food mixes from Kimberly Korenek/Homemade 
Gourmet; handcrafted purses offered by From My Hands; autographed and sports collectibles from Houston Autographs; women’s 
clothing by Le Petit Boutique; jeweled boxes, belts and beaded handbags from O'Hurley’s Keepsakes; wickless candles by Scentsy; 
makeup from Senegence Long Lasting Cosmetics; sparkling sterling silver jewelry from Margo Timmons/Silpada Designs and much 
more.  

  

Adding flavor to the holiday season, there will also be a bake sale of delicious cakes, candies and cookies made by members of the 
Auxiliary and local bakeries, as well as a Silent Auction featuring themed baskets perfect for holiday giving. 
 

During the champagne luncheon (cash bar also available), guests will be entertained by the Children’s Choir from Falcon Pass      
Elementary.  A short video entitled ―Rebuilding Lives,‖ which highlights Bay Area Turning Point’s multiple services within the          
community, will be shown. 
 

Throughout the event, there will be several drawings for door prizes donated by the vendors, as well as a special drawing for a cash 
prize. 
 

Also on the committee for the event are Bake Sale co-chairs Betty Brown and Monica Kruest, Silent Auction chair Kelly Hannagan-
Valore, BATP Friends Auxiliary chairperson Myrna Baker, BATP vice president Sybil Winters-Little, past BATP Board chairman 
Christi Cheramie and Rita Armstrong, public relations liaison for the Auxiliary.  
 

To donate an item for the Bake Sale or Silent Auction, please contact Carrie Nabizadeh at 281-507-4337. 
 

Admission to the Holiday Market & Luncheon is $25 per person. Reservations are required. For individual and group reservations, 
please call Jackie at 281-338-7600. The event is open to the public. 

BATP’s  
Resale Shop 

 

Don’t forget to stop by Bay Area Turning 
Point’s Resale Shop before you hit the  

department stores this season.  We often 
have treasures that will stretch your gift 

giving dollars especially in this           
challenging time.  We typically feature 

wonderful holiday decorations and many 
new items.  Often, local stores donate 

their close-out or overstocked            
merchandise to the store.  We also    

feature festive holiday apparel for that 
special holiday party.  Not only will your 
dollar go further, it will be on double duty 
— making the purchases you want and 

supporting BATP’s Shelter at the same 
time.  

 
It just makes “cents”!   

 
18028 Nassau Bay Drive  
Nassau Bay, TX 77058 

Tuesday - Saturday, 10 AM - 7 PM 
281-204-8870 

 
Donations Accepted 

Tuesday - Saturday 10 AM - 5 PM 

BATP Friends Auxiliary to Host Annual  
Holiday Market at Bay Oaks Country Club 



On September 26th, the BATP Board of Directors spent the day working to look at the 
strengths, challenges and opportunities for the agency.  Ron Swofford, with Executive 
Service Corps of Houston, volunteered his time to facilitate the day of work and help us to 
envision tomorrow.  By the end of the day, board members and senior management had 
established the following major goals for 2010-2011: 
 

Explore the feasibility of BATP establishing permanent housing for women and 

children leaving the agency’s shelter to better enhance their journey toward 

peace and self-sufficiency 

Expand Violence Prevention efforts 

Increase non-governmental revenue 

Continue to strengthen board diversity 

Continue to provide quality services that improve our overall community 

The staff and clients owe these dedicated board members much appreciation.  The person 
who sits on the BATP board is confronted with complex issues and challenges due to the 
services that the agency provides.  Decisions cannot be made lightly as they impact the 
agency’s staff and, more specifically, the very lives of those who come to BATP for assis-
tance – over 6,000 persons every year.  BATP board members combine organizational 
expertise with community outreach and a compassionate heart.  If you know our board 
members, please be sure to tell them ―good job!‖ – Russell Herring, Chair; Bob Hesel-
meyer, Treasurer; Pat Ingram, Secretary; Christi Cheramie, Immediate Past Chair; Sally 
Rankin, Larry Ward, Monica Millican, Winnifred ―Susie‖ Hebert, Myrna Baker, Genie Bopp, 
Meade ―Jack‖ Bethel, Kiley Wren and Gloria Salinas. Bob Heselmeyer, Treasurer BATP Board of Directors 

Member Meade Bethel participating in a retreat activity 
facilitated by Ron Swofford. 

Christus St. John Hospital Helps Protect BATP 
Clients and Staff  This Flu Season  

 

Christus St. John Hospital’s Cynthia Broussard, Director of Mission Service and Palliative Care and Glo Cole, patient 

representative were on-site at Bay Area Turning Point this past October distributing the influenza vaccine to clients and 

staff. 
 

Each year St. John’s Hospital provides this service free of charge to Bay Area Turning Point.  This service is valuable to 
the agency to assist us in ensuring our staff stays healthy and available to meet the needs of our clients.  A communal 
living environment can be highly contagious and the vaccines will aide in preventing the spread of the virus that could 
become very costly to the Agency.  Thank you Christus St. John Hospital! 
 

 

BATP Board Looks to the Future 

Cynthia Broussard, Glo Cole and BATP staff Glo Cole, Christus St. John 



The Tradition Continues 
 

Ten years ago in October, a student of Clear Brook High School read a front-page article about Bay Area Turning Point and Domestic   
Violence Awareness Month.  That student brought the article to her PALs sponsor, Donna Stone. Ms. Stone, nor her students, had heard 
of BATP but were touched by the story of the commemorative candlelight vigil in memory of the women who had lost their lives due to       
domestic violence.  Without hesitation, the Peer Assistance and Leadership students made a phone call to BATP asking for their         
immediate needs.  And the scavenger hunt began… 
 

PALs, a community service driven organization for juniors and seniors that has been in existence for 17 years at Clear Brook High School, 
holds the scavenger hunt every October.  The purpose of the scavenger hunt is to raise awareness of domestic violence and give to those 
in need. 
 

On October 22, 42 teams with 5-7 members on each team were formed. ―PALs must recruit at least one team member who is not a part of 
PALs.  This also teaches awareness to the non-PAL and the blessing of giving,‖ states Ms. Stone.  
 

Each member gathered for instructions on the school parking lot and then was sent out to neighborhoods that serve Clear Brook High 

School. The PALs spent 1-1/2 hours of knocking on doors requesting paper goods. If paper goods were not available, people gave      
whatever they had such as canned goods, toys, clothing and money.  ―A few years back‖ said Ms. Stone, ―we received a dryer and then 
sold it and gave the money to BATP.‖ 
 

The teams then return to the school parking lot where all the paper goods and miscellaneous items are sorted and put in large heavy duty 
trash bags.  ―When the scavenger hunt began 10 years ago, we’d fill a few pick-up trucks with donated items,‖ said Ms. Stone.  ―Now, I 
rent a 16 foot truck!‖ 
 

The PALs scavenger hunt initiated fun with a purpose.  Thank you to each PAL and non-PAL, past and present, who has dedicated your 
time to make others aware of domestic violence and give to the women and children we serve.  
 

Bay Area Turning Point depends on contributions to help off-set the costs of our various programs.  Unfortunately, domestic violence     
impacts so many lives but support from our community aids in meeting this critical need.  We appreciate the generosity and caring spirit of 

this great community.                                                                                                                    ~ Terri Muesse, Volunteer Coordinator 

2010 Dates to Remember 
 

April   Sexual Assault Awareness 
  Month 
 

May  Domestic Violence  
  Awareness Month (moved  
  from October) 
 

May 22  Annual Agency Meeting and 
  Partner Appreciation  
 

June 11-12   Bi-Annual Food Drive  
 

Nov 19-20 Bi-Annual Food Drive 

Thank you…                     
 

Valero Houston Refinery recently donated $18,750 to Bay Area Turning Point 
raised through the 2009 Valero Texas Open and Benefit for Children Golf   
Classic.  Bay Area Turning Point, nominated by Valero Employee and BATP 
Board Member Meade Bethel, was one of 13 agencies selected to receive 
Benefit for Children dollars.   
 

In the month of September, Home Depot provided a new tile floor in the in the 
outreach center; Shelter received new mulch for the playground, 1 new picnic 
table, 3 new benches and outside tables, and a storage building.  Film was 
installed on all childcare windows.  They also updated the teen room with 
chairs, rugs, shelves, tables and 2 new laptops.  And now, teens will also enjoy 
a new TV and DVD player.   
 

And to all of the countless supporters and volunteers who participate in our 
mission to save and restore shattered lives everyday — THANK YOU! 

Clear Brook High School PALs & friends with items collected in the annual scavenger hunt. 



 

MAIL TO:  

Bay Area Turning Point, Inc. provides  
recovery solution services for survivors  

of family violence and sexual assault and  
facilitates violence prevention strategies  
for societal change in partnership with  

our community. 

Peaceé Every Womané Every Childé 

Every Mané Every Day. 
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WEBSTER, TX 

Bay Area Turning Point 
Crisis Intervention Center 
 
Mailing Address 
P.O. Box 57543 
Webster, Texas 77598 
 
Physical Address 
210 South Walnut 
Webster, Texas 77598 
 
Office: 281-338-7600 
Fax: 281-557-0290 
 
 

www.bayareaturningpoint.com 
www.myspace.com/bayareaturningpoint 

Bay Area Turning Point 
Resale Shop 
 
Physical Address 
18028 Nassau Bay Drive 
Nassau Bay, Texas 77058 
 
Hours of Operation 
Tue - Sat 10am-7pm 
Sun & Mon Closed 
Donations 10am-5pm 
 
Phone: 281-204-8877 

Bay Area Turning Point is beginning to feel the holiday cheer.  And aren’t we all ready for a little cheer!  You can 
spread some cheer this season and share the spirit of the holidays.  Your generosity will brighten the holidays 

for the women and children we serve, and you will experience the joy of giving. 
 

Become one of Santa’s Elves by adding a woman or child in our program to your gift giving list. 

Help us accept donations and organize the items in our annual Christmas Store.  The women shop in the mock store to 

pick out the gifts they will place under the tree for their children.  Children enjoy shopping for that special gift for Mom. 

Pick up an item or two from our Wish List for the Christmas Store and drop it by.  Call and request a copy or view it on 

our website.  Share the wish list with co-workers and friends who may also want to spread some cheer at BATP. 

Encourage a group to give a financial gift to BATP instead of exchanging gifts this year. 

Host a gathering of friends to make Christmas stockings for the children. 

Host a holiday party and ask each guest to bring an item from the Wish List. 

Drop in at our website and make a financial gift in honor of someone special in your life.  We will send them a Holiday 

card to acknowledge your thoughtfulness. 

Purchase a Holiday card from our website, created by our children in Shelter, to be sent with your own personal mes-

sage. Select from several different designs. 

Consider sharing some of your time and talents in 2010 by volunteering with BATP. 

Let us know if you have some other ideas that would spread some cheer. 

As a New Year’s Resolution, determine to get involved with BATP and help us address the needs of victims of violence 

and to implement violence prevention strategies in 2010. 

Call Terri Muesse at 281-338-7600 x2117 or visit our website at www.bayareaturningpoint.org 

Spread Some Holiday Cheer! 


